
Page 1 of 5 
 

 

University of Liberia 72nd Founder’s Day 

Celebration 

February 15, 2022 

“Sustaining Governance, Democracy, 

Peace and Stability in Liberia” 

Delivered by: 

 

Prof. Dr. Julius Julukon Sarwolo Nelson, Jr. 

President, University of Liberia 

 

 



Page 2 of 5 
 

It is with deep humanity and profound gratitude to the Almighty God, that I deliver this 

statement. Today marks the 72nd Founder’s Day of the premier university of the 

Nation, The University of Liberia, “Lux in Tenebris”, and the birthplace of 

multidisciplinary leaders. 

Let me take this time to extend our thanks and appreciation to H.E. Dr. George 

Manneh Weah, President of the Republic of Liberia and Visitor of the University of 

Liberia, for the tremendous and continuous support to the University, in the midst of 

competing national challenges. 

My sincere gratitude also extends to the Chairman and Members, UL Board of Trustees 

for efficiently and successfully working along with the UL Administration in the 

governance of our Flagship University. 

Let me also thank our administrators, the Leadership and Members of our faculty, staff 

and students organizations/associations for their cooperation, collaboration and 

partnership as we steer the affairs of the University. Dr. Edna Johnny, Mr. Lawrence 

Seitua and Student Varfee Dukuly; your thank you oooooh, for our partnership. 

 

As you are aware, the University of Liberia, formerly Liberia College, was chartered and 

established by an Act of Legislature of the Republic of Liberia on February 15, 1951, to 

prepare the nation’s well qualified men and women for teaching and research, for public 

and private service; to contribute to Liberia’s sustainable growth and human resource 

development. The National University, among other goals, sought to become a “center 

of learning with high academic standards which is dedicated to the pursuit, promotion 
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and dissemination of knowledge with emphasis on practical knowledge which is 

immediately useful to economic, social and cultural development needs.”  

 

The University of Liberia has, as its heritage, the significant education contributions of 

Liberia College. The efforts to establish Liberia College were led by Simon Greenleaf, 

the Harvard College law professor who drafted Liberia’s independence constitution of 

1847. Underlying his efforts was the belief that “the Republic of Liberia ought to have 

within itself the means of educating its citizens for all duties of public and private life.” In 

1848, Joseph Tracy, Secretary of the Massachusetts Colonization Society, wrote, “a few 

gentlemen of Monrovia have a project under consideration which, if successfully 

executed, may have very important consequences. It is the establishment of a well-

endowed college or university in Liberia.” As a result, Liberia College was incorporated 

by an Act of the Legislature of the Republic of Liberia in December, 1851. The 

cornerstone for the first building of the College, financed by The Trustees of Donations 

for Education in Liberia (TDEL), was laid on January 25, 1858. On January 23, 1862, 

the former President of Liberia, Joseph Jenkins Roberts, was inaugurated as its first 

president. With Former President Roberts, Revs. Alexander Cromwell and Edward 

Wilmot Blyden, and seven students, Liberia College opened in February, 1863. 

Since it was established in 1951, Fifteen (15) persons have served as president of the 

University of Liberia. The Fifteen include two Americans, Dr. J. Max Bond (1951-1954) 

and Dr. Kermit C. King (1955-1958), and Thirteen Liberians, two of whom were female 

(Dr. Mary Antoinette Brown-Sherman (1978-1984) and Dr. Ophelia Inez Weeks (2017-

2019). Like those after them, the two Americans brought enlightened leadership to the 
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University, setting on course the foundation building processes of the Institution for 

which they remain credited. Given the cultural differences and other orientations at the 

time, there were inclinations that Liberians with the relevant qualifications would be 

preferred to assume the leadership of the University going forward. Beginning with Dr. 

Rocheforte L. Weeks (April 6, 1959 through 1971), a total of thirteen (13) Liberians, 

have since been appointed to the Presidency of the University of Liberia. 

 

The University of Liberia (UL), the premier university of the Nation, has an enrollment of 

approximately 22,745 students, 1,156 faculty members (527 full time and 629 part-

time), and 1,330 staff on four campuses including Fendall, Health Sciences, David A. 

Straz-Sinje, and Capitol Hill. 

 The University is focused primarily on:  

1. Restoring integrity and civility 

2. Faculty and staff development 

3. Curricular transformation & restoration of the libraries and laboratories 

4. Developing an IT infrastructure including digitization of student records. 

5. Development of the 5,800 acres land for a state-of-the-art University Smart City. 

6. Resource mobilization and income generation for the University of Liberia 

through LUX Investment Corporation 

External institutional collaborations have been established as a means of 

complementing the Government of Liberia’s (GOL) support for academic programs 

development and infrastructural development. 
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Our founding of seventy-two years as the nation’s premier institution of higher learning, 

is being celebrated under the theme: “Sustaining Governance, Democracy, Peace 

and Stability in Liberia”. The celebration begins today with this special statement. 

During the evening hours beginning at 5:00pm, the UL Chorus will lead a small musical 

concert around the Tubman Monument in the UL Park. 

On Thursday, February 16, 2023, at 11:00 A. M., an Intellectual Discourse with a focus 

on governance, democracy, peace and stability as the underpinnings of and important 

(pre)conditions for sustainable growth and development as we gear towards the 2023 

Presidential and Legislative Elections. The discourse will cut across the diplomatic 

corps, the education sector, civil society organizations, democracy-strengthening 

institutions, youth organizations, etc. On Friday, February 17, 2023, at 9: 00 A. M., a 

parade will commence outside the SKD Sports Complex ahead of the all-day Sports 

events. 

Let me now invite the Board of Trustees, Administration, Alumni, faculty staff, and 

students of the University of Liberia as we celebrate our 72nd Founder’s Day. 

I cherish the hope that we will have a wonderful and successful celebration. 

Let us celebrate the “LUX IN TENEBRIS,” the “Light in Darkness.” as we brighten the 

light. 

LONG LIVE THE UNIVERSITY OF LIBERIA! 

Thank you very much. Happy 72nd Anniversary. 


